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To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone 
else, Jesus told this parable: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee 
and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank 
you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this 
tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ “But the tax collector 
stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 
‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went 
home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and 
those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
 
I. GOD LOOKS UPON THE HEART, RATHER THAN UPON THE OUTWARD 
APPEARANCE 
Romans 8:27 - And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because 
the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God. 
 
II. GOOD WORKS CANNOT OBTAIN SALVATION FOR US 
Ephesians 2:8-9 - For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is 
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. 
 
III. HUMILITY AND REPENTANCE LEADS US TO SALVATION 
2 Corinthians 7:10 - Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and 
leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. 
 
The person who pleases God is: 
 

A Person who is genuinely saved. 
 

A person who takes time to be holy. 
 

A person who walks with humility. 
 
 
 


